[image: image1.png]



   Philippines

CAPITAL:      Manila

LOCATION:  The Philippines is an archipelago of 7,107 island.  It is bounded by the South China Sea in the west, the Pacific Ocean in the east, the Sulu and Celebes Sea in the south, and the Bashi Channel in the north.  The northernmost tip of the country is 241 kilometers south of Taiwan while the southernmost tip is just 14.4 kilometers north of Borneo.

AREA:  The total land area of the archipelago is approximately 300,000 square kilometers.  The three largest island groups are Luzon, with an area of 141,395 square kilometers, Visayas with an area of 56,606 kilometers, and Mindanao, 101,999 square kilometers.

The three groups are further subdivided into regions, provinces, cities, municipalities and barangays.  To date, there are 16 regions including Metropolitan Manila, Cordillera Autonomous Region, CARAGA and Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao.  Metropolitan Manila has been designated as the National Capital Region which is composed of the cities of Manila, Quezon, Pasay, Mandaluyong, Caloocan, Makati, Marikina, Muntinlupa, Pasig, Las Pinas and the municipalities of Malabon, Navotas, Paranaque, Pateros, San Juan, Taguig and Valenzuela.

There are a total of 78 provinces, 81 cities, 1,542 municipalities and 41,939 barangays.

GOVERNMENT:  The Republic of the Philippines, a democratic and republican state, has a presidential form of government since a new Constitution was ratified by the people on February 2, 1987.

The 1987 Constitution provided for a tripartite system:  The Executive, represented by a President elected by direct vote of the people for a six-year term; the Legislative, represented by a Bicameral Congress, composed of the Senate and the House of Representatives; and a Judiciary, with the power of judicial review.

RELIGION:  The 90% are Christians with more than 80% Roman Catholics.  The other religions are Protestantism and Islam.

CURRENCY:  The official monetary unit is the Philippine peso.  The exchange rate varies from day to day.  Currently, one US dollar is equivalent to about P50.00.

ECONOMY:   The economy is basically light industry and agriculture, the chief products being rice, corn, coconut, pineapple and sugar.  The country is rich in copper, cobalt, nickel, silver, iron and gold.  It has well-developed industries in food processing, textiles, clothing, wood, forest products, and home appliances, with fast-growing aquaculture, microcircuit, garments and furniture sector.

Exports (FOB value) as of June 1998 were recorded as US$13.9B while imports were recorded at US$15.4B for a negative trade balance of US$1.5B.

The United States of America, Japan, Singapore and Taiwan are the top four trading partners of the Philippines.







