Office of Regional Procurement Notice No. 17

April 29, 2003
TO

:
All Contractors and Grantees
FROM

:
William E. Reynolds, Contracting Officer
SUBJECT
:
Re-Revised Travel Policies

Due to the transition to a post-conflict situation in Iraq, the travel policies for USAID Institutional Contractors and Grantees and Cooperative Agreement Recipients outlined in Office of Regional Procurement Notice No. 16 dated March 20, 2003 is hereby revised.

Contractor Staff from outside the Philippines who request travel to the Philippines will no longer be required to obtain official country clearance prior to travel.  This means that such requests for travel will no longer require the approval of the Deputy Chief of Mission of the U.S. Embassy and notification to Washington via a State Department cable.

All Contractors are reminded of the provision contained in AIDAR 752.7032 International Travel Approval and Notification Requirements.  This standard clause requires prior written approval by the Contracting Officer, or if delegated, the CTO, for all international travel.  In as much as security is still a strong concern, it is recommended that travel into the Philippines by Contractor Staff who reside elsewhere continue to be limited to important travel needed to foster programmatic goals.  Periodic site visits and other non-essential travel is still discouraged.
Travel advisories concerning Mindanao and Sulu Archipelago remain in effect.  Due to the recent increase in violence in parts of Mindanao extreme caution is urged. Contractors should check with their own contacts in Mindanao or with the US Embassy Regional Security Officer (RSO) through their CTO before traveling to Mindanao.  However, prior clearance from the RSO is not required.  Staff already living and working in the Philippines, including Mindanao, may continue their activities in accordance with established procedures.

Recipients of USAID Grants and Cooperative Agreements are also urged to notify their cognizant CTO of their travel plans in accordance with the procedures outlined above for Contractors.

All USAID implementing partners are reminded of the request for contingency plans contained in Office of Regional Procurement Notice No. 15.  If you have not already complied with that request please do so now.

Thank you for your continuing cooperation.

Point of Contact:  For more information concerning this notice, please contact the Office of Regional Procurement, USAID/Philippines at telephone numbers 552-9923 or 552-9924.

