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Partners in Family Wellness: During the launching, Dr. Carlos Calica and Ma. Ellen Francisco (from left) of DKT Philippines, Inc. hands a cheque to Dr. Warlito Vicente, Chairperson of the Well-Family Midwife Partnership Foundation (WFPI) to create a revolving fund and ensure the supply of family planning commodities to Well-Family Midwife Clinics nationwide. 

FOR THE WELLNESS OF THE FILIPINO FAMILY:

WELL-FAMILY MIDWIFE PARTNERSHIP FOUNDATION LAUNCHED

 The Well-Family Midwife Clinics Partnerships Foundation, Inc. (WPFI) recently inaugurated its new office at the West Trade Center along West Avenue in Quezon City. A core work of WPFI is expanding the network of Well-Family Midwife Clinics to ensure that every Filipino will have access to quality family planning and child heath care services towards overall family wellness.

“Midwives have a big role and a big responsibility in providing family planning services. With you as partners, we commit ourselves – our time, talents and pockets!” was how Lourdes Mangahas, Clinic Manager of Well-Family Midwife Clinics (WFMC), and herself a midwife, addressed donor and private sector partners.

WFMCs are neighborhood clinics providing affordable and quality family planning and maternal and child health services to lower and middle-income Filipinos.  One of its missions is to help decongest government health centers so the latter can focus on serving the more indigent population. 

With 217 midwife-owned and managed clinics in 8 regions nationwide, it is no surprise that the WPFI partners are providing all-out support to establish a strong and sustainable organization of midwives.

“This is one of the projects that USAID is really proud of,” said Nilda Perez, Project Management Specialist of the Office of Population, Health and Nutrition of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).  “Even if donors’ assistance phase out, the clinics will continue earning millions. But we realize that the Well-Family Midwife Clinics need to be part of an organization to maintain their quality, expand and really be sustainable. “

The WPFI works in partnership with John Snow Inc. Research and Training Institute (JSI/RTI) and USAID in managing the network of Well-Family Midwife Clinics nationwide. Training was given to selected midwives not just to build on their knowledge and experience in family planning and counseling and management of childhood illnesses but also in the actual handling of their businesses.  

The midwives developed as health providers and evolved as entrepreneurs improving their social status and contributing to the country’s economic growth and overall health development programs. 

Having demonstrated the viability of the Well-Family Midwife Clinics for the last five years, the WFPI and JSI/RTI are exploring other linkages in the private sector such as lending institutions and suppliers of medical equipment and supplies. 

Already, WFPI has partnered with DKT Philippines, Inc. who donated P200,000 as revolving fund to ensure the continuous supply of contraceptives, and produce commodity Pre-Paid Cards (PPC) and Frequent Client Cards (FCC) to facilitate the system of procurement and distribution in Well-Family Midwife Clinics.

Bing Limjoco, Vice-President for Membership of the Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry also pledged her organization’s support since she believes, the population problem is one of the roots of poverty in the country.

Also present during the launching were WFPI’s Board of Directors chaired by Dr. Warlito Vicente of the Davao Medical School Foundation, Nilda Perez and Pinky Serafica of USAID, Dr. Carlos Calica and Ma. Ellen Francisco of DKT International (Trust Pills & Condoms), representatives from Ancilla Enterprise Development Consulting, Inc., Easter Dasmariñas and the JSI/RTI team.  (END)

Contact Information:

JSI/RTI -- 371-9717; 410-3997; project@jsitango.com
USAID – 552-9871; rserafica@usaid.gov 
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