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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

USAID confirms decision to shift away 
from contraceptive procurement assistance

A ranking official of the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) officially confirmed on September 24, the agency’s decision to “shift away from contraceptive procurement assistance” and move towards other forms of support for the Philippines’ family planning program.

Gordon West, USAID/Washington D.C.'s Deputy Assistant Administrator for Asia and the Near East, said this decision “is in consonance with the Philippine government’s goal of eventual contraceptive self-reliance.”  

West announced the “contraceptive procurement strategy” for the Philippines during the well-attended launching of the Metro Manila-based Family Planning Urban Poor Project in Pasig City.

As part of this strategy, West said, USAID is committed to provide $3 million a year in basic contraceptives in 2003 and 2004 “to meet the needs of those who cannot pay” for their supply of condoms, pills, IUDs and injectables.

“USAID intends to work with local government units to implement market segmentation in the public health clinics, so that only those who cannot pay will get free contraceptives,” West said.

(more)
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He underscored USAID’s plan to help develop a strong private sector to share with the government the responsibility of providing family planning services and contraceptives.  West observed that the private sector could take care of the needs of some 2.1 million family planning users who can actually afford to pay but are now getting their contraceptives for free from government clinics.

“This approach will reduce the burden on the local government health facilities, which can then focus their resources on the poor,” West added.

He also announced that USAID and the Philippine government are currently at work on a strategy towards full self-reliance. 

Since 1970, USAID has extended an average of US$17 million (or more than P850 million) a year in assistance to the Philippine family planning program, of which around 18 percent has been for contraceptives.  Over the past 11 years, the agency has donated around US$40 million (or more than P2 billion) worth of contraceptives, which accounted for over 80 percent of the country’s supply.

The government’s efforts towards contraceptive self-reliance began as early as 1999, when the government launched the Contraceptive Independence Initiative (later known as the Contraceptive Interdependence Initiative or CII).  In 2000, the Department of Health (DOH) and the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) adopted the CII framework.  And in September 2001, the DOH issued the Philippine National Family Planning Policy, which categorically stated that the Philippine government would assume greater responsibility for the family planning program.

The Family Planning Urban Poor Project is a DOH-initiated project involving 14 local government units including Pasig, which hosted the launch with West and USAID-Philippines officials Michael Yates and Carina Stover as special guests.  Its aim is to bring family planning services closer to the urban poor communities in Metro Manila.

The main clients are couples who have “unmet needs in family planning,” meaning that they have the number of children they want right now, but do not have the means to postpone or stop having children.

West reiterated USAID’s commitment to continue providing technical assistance to LGUs, like Pasig, to improve their capacity to provide better family planning and health services, as well as to support moves for the creation of national policies that will promote quality family planning services and greater access to information, services and contraceptive means especially among the poor.

The Urban Poor Project is spearheaded by the DOH Central Office and Center for Health Development, in collaboration with the concerned LGUs and USAID cooperating agencies including the Management Sciences for Health, Engender Health, Johns Hopkins University Population Communication Services, John Snow, Inc. Research and Training Institute, and Friendly Care Foundation, Inc.
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