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USG Trafficking in Persons Initiatives in the Philippines
Cooperation on Enforcement:  U.S. law enforcement agencies work closely with the Philippine Center on Transnational Crime, Bureau of Immigration, and other relevant agencies to help the Philippine government’s anti-trafficking initiatives.  The U.S. Embassy provides localized training and assistance to Philippine law enforcement agencies in investigating human trafficking, training through the International Law Enforcement Academy, and supports several International Visitor Program grants each year on human trafficking. 

NGO Grants:  USAID/Philippines helps manage five NGO grants on trafficking funded by the U.S. State Department.  The two on-going grants include:  

· Combating Trafficking of Women and Children in the Philippines Project [American Center for International Labor Solidarity (ACILS)].  The Project focuses on:  development and dissemination of information, education and communication materials on trafficking; database collection on trafficking, including incidence rates, trafficking routes, conditions of exploitation, victim profiles, suspected traffickers, current responses to need and problems of victims; delivery of responsive services to victims of trafficking and other vulnerable groups; and establishment of a multi-sectoral watch group that will monitor, assist, and help process cases of trafficking and coordinate multi-level anti-trafficking activities.

· Starting Up Port Halfway Houses in Manila and Davao Project [The Visayan Forum Foundation (VFF)].  The Project focuses on internal trafficking and the establishment and operation of halfway houses that directly provide temporary shelter, repatriation, referral, and counseling to intercepted victims of trafficking at the Manila and Davao ports.

The Mission is currently processing the following grants which are expected to be awarded soon.

· Trafficked! The Selling of our Women [National Office of Mass Media (NOMM)].  The Project will focus on a comprehensive tri-media public information campaign on trafficking.  The Project’s activities will include daily radio drama, radio and television spots, TV documentaries, press articles, texting services, and website development.
· Campaigning Against Trafficking in the Philippines [Coalition Against Trafficking in Women – Asia Pacific (CATW-AP)].  The Project will focus on the following activities: conduct of preventive education seminars in communities most vulnerable to trafficking; conduct of consultations with appropriate government agencies towards further cooperation in addressing trafficking cases; conduct of a vigorous campaign for the implementation of the Anti-Trafficking Law;  promotion of sustained and systematic documentation of trafficking cases; conduct of a full scale educational campaign targeting young men in selected areas; and sharing of best practices in combating trafficking and sexual exploitation.

· Continuing Community Empowerment Against Sexual Exploitation of Children [End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and the Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT-Phils.)].  The Project will focus on identifying the gaps in laws and policies with respect to the protection of children from commercial sexual exploitation; improvement of the judicial systems and procedures; and strengthening of law enforcement and harmonizing it with international standards.  The Project will also continue to educate the public on the issue of commercial sexual exploitation of children through targeting community leaders, and assists child victims during court proceedings. 
I:/reports/Sept 15 04 TIP
