Office of Regional Procurement Notice No. 14









January 18, 2002

TO
:
All Grantees and Cooperative Agreement Recipients*

FROM
:
William E. Reynolds, Grant/Agreement Officer

SUBJECT
:
Mindanao Working Group
USAID/Philippines has convened a Mindanao Working Group composed of representatives of grantees and cooperative agreement recipients working in Mindanao and USAID staff in order to coordinate the assistance program for the attainment of peace and development in the conflict-affected areas of Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago.  This notice requests your project’s participation in the Working Group.

As discussed in earlier meetings of the Working Group, USAID is requesting every grantee and cooperative agreement recipient working in Mindanao to adjust implementation to give priority in their implementation work plans to the geographical region of conflict-affected areas in the southern Philippines focusing on the Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) and neighboring areas.  Within their current program description and budget, each grantee and cooperative agreement recipient working in Mindanao is strongly encouraged to take the initiative to identify opportunities to shift if necessary, from other geographical areas to increase assistance in these areas and ensure that their activities are maximally timed and located to optimally take advantage of the resources provided by the project activities of other members of the Working Group.  If a grantee or cooperative agreement recipient working in Mindanao has activities that are planned but not implemented, it is strongly requested that the ARMM and neighboring areas receive priority in implementation over other geographic areas in Mindanao as the activities’ first priority.

If you make a determination that the above directions may entail additional costs to implement, you shall notify the Grant/Agreement Officer prior to implementation.  The Grant/Agreement Officer may then request a proposal and may modify your grant or cooperative agreement accordingly.

We thank you for your cooperation in this activity.

*This ORP Notice applies only if your organization is working in Mindanao.

Point of Contact:  For more information concerning this notice, please contact the Office of Regional Procurement, USAID/Philippines at telephone numbers 552-9923 or 552-9924.

