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Working for Environmentally Sustainable Growth

and Improved Quality of Life for the People of Asia

The United States-Asia Environmental Partnership (US-AEP) is a regional program of the U.S. Agency for International Development that promotes environmentally sustainable growth in India, Indonesia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Vietnam. Since 1992, we have worked with Asian partners to find solutions to a wide range of environmental problems. We share best practices across the region as we work for cleaner cities and industries and, ultimately, an improved quality of life for the people of Asia.

Responding through Partnerships

US-AEP builds partnerships to respond to the environmental challenges of the region, with a particular emphasis on public-private partnerships. By working together with governments, non-governmental organizations, academia, and the private sector, we mobilize expertise, technologies, and other resources to find solutions to diverse environmental problems in Southeast and South Asia. These partnerships increasingly link people and organizations within Asia, in addition to drawing on resources in the United States.

Sharing Solutions to Problems

The six US-AEP countries share many of the same environmental problems – poor air and water quality, inadequate solid and hazardous waste management, and industrial pollution. US-AEP identifies and share best practices and technologies throughout the region, tailoring proven models to meet local needs. 
US-AEP is working with the Tricycle Operators and Drivers Associations, government

agencies, NGOs, and the Asian Development Bank to develop an emissions reduction

program in Puerto Princesa, Palawan that is focusing on reducing particulate and

hydrocarbon emissions from tricycles. 
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United States-Asia
Environmental Partnership 
Philippines

Population growth, urbanization, and industrialization have created massive pressures on the environment and the life support systems upon which all Filipinos depend. Air pollution from vehicle and industrial sources is a major public health concern. Sixty-five percent of Filipinos lack water for sanitation; over one-third have no access to clean drinking water. Only 40 percent of solid waste is collected; the rest is dumped into waterways and open spaces. Nearly 2.5 million tons of hazardous waste is generated each year. Major legislation on clean air, solid waste, and clean water has been passed into law, but enforcement remains a challenge.

US-AEP is engaged with partners in the Philippines to find solutions to these challenges through its work in the following areas:

Improving Air Quality

US-AEP is helping to develop a replicable pilot program in Puerto Princesa to reduce emissions from three–wheelers, a major source of air pollution in cities throughout the Philippines.

Supporting Water Quality Initiatives

US-AEP is working with local governments and community-based groups to solve sanitation and wastewater problems and to share best practices to reduce pollution in rivers and lakes. Local Initiatives for Affordable Wastewater Treatment is testing low-cost wastewater treatment systems with four local governments through innovative financing schemes. US-AEP is also developing low-cost water and energy efficiency measures in select municipalities under the Water and Energy Efficiency

Project.

Building Capacity for Solid and Hazardous Waste Management

US-AEP is assisting local governments implement sustainable financing mechanisms to support solid waste management projects through the Solid Waste Management Association of the Philippines (SWAPP). US-AEP and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency are sponsoring a training course for Philippine government personnel to identify hazardous waste generators and to regulate and enforce the handling, transport, storage, and disposal of hazardous waste.

Strengthening Environmental Governance

US-AEP is working to strengthen institutions and build compliance capability. Activities include: providing technical support to develop effective  implementing rules and regulations for the recently-passed Clean Water Act, improving the Department of Environmental and Natural Resources’ regional enforcement capabilities and the legal system’s capacity to handle environmental cases.

Improving Industrial Environmental Management

US-AEP is working to foster a proactive partnership with industry by promoting self regulation and accountability through the Philippines Environmental Partnership Program (PEPP). US-AEP is also institutionalizing its successful Greening the Supply Chain Initiative—in which corporations require improved environmental performance from suppliers—with the Philippine Business for Social Progress.

For more information contact: Mary Joy Jochico, US-AEP Program Manager, 
E-mail: mjochico@usaid.gov
“With the income I receive from my job at the cooperative, I was able to electrify my home. I also bought a new VCD player for my daughter and built a recreation room for my family. In addition, my family was able to open a small Sari Sari store.”





Gabriel Aquino (at right) and family, Employee, Luntiang Nasugbu Multipurpose Cooperative





GSC Generates Job and Saves Millions for Philippine Businesses





With US-AEP support, more than 185 companies now have access to a Greening the Supply Chain (GSC) training and mentoring program with the Philippine Business for Social Progress (PBSP). Under the program,


companies develop environmental management programs that require suppliers to improve environmental performance.





In 1999, US-AEP introduced GSC to Nestle, which recently recognized more than 50 suppliers for significant savings in energy efficiency, waste reduction, water consumption, and raw materials. Nestle’s GSC program is reaching small and medium-sized suppliers that often have fewer resources and less incentive to reduce their environmental impact.





Central Azucarera Don Pedro Inc. (CADP), which sells refined sugar to Nestle, saves more than $1 million annually due to energy efficiency and conservation measures. CADP set up a composting facility that processes


most of the company’s organic waste. The facility, operated by a local community cooperative, generates employment, offers skills  development, and serves as a reliable


income source for local residents. CADP is also working with the cooperative to develop


and market organic fertilizer with chicken dung


purchased from local poultry farms, generating


upstream and downstream benefits.





More examples of US-AEP successes are available at www.usaep.org





For more information visit: www.usaep.org








UNITED STATES-ASIA ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERSHIP


PHILIPPINES OFFICE, 8TH FLOOR, PNB FINANCIAL CENTER


1308 PASAY CITY, PHILIPPINES, PHONE (632) 552-9800





SWAPP assistance such as the waste characterization training above has helped more than 100 local governments develop solid waste management programs to comply with the 2001 Ecological Solid Waste Management Act





For more information visit: www.usaep.org











For more information, pls. contact:


Mr. Gigo Alampay


Country Program Coordinator


Louis Berger International


US-Asia Environmental Partnership Program


12/F Sagittarius Building, �HV Dela Costa St.


Salcedo Village, Makati City�Tel#s: 816-6576 to 78 


Fax number: 818-6470  


Email: jalampay@jbdnet.net











