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Background:  The Philippines is one of the world's hottest biological hotspots with more than 52,000 known plants and animals, half of which are found nowhere else in the world.  The state of the Philippines environment is at a critical point:  only 5% of the coral reefs remain in excellent condition, only 20% of the original mangrove forest remains, and less than 5% of old growth forest remains intact.

In this context, Conservation International Philippines (CIP) and its partners recently completed the Philippine Biodiversity Priority Setting Project, supported by the USAID's Office of Environmental Management.  This project identified and prioritized conservation priority areas in the country.  Gathering more than 300 local and international scientists and more than 100 institutions representing the government, NGO, academic, donor communities, the private sector and local community organizations, the project identified 206 priority conservation areas in the country and created a set of national maps to display their locations.  These maps are intended for policymakers and other stakeholders to raise awareness of the state of the country's environment and assist them in planning programs that protect and conserve the biologically rich hotspots.    

Population’s effect on the Environment

Efforts to conserve the Philippine environment are challenged by the fact that many of the most pristine and valuable areas are also the places where human population is increasing most rapidly.  The Philippine population is growing by 2.36% per year and will double in 29 years.  Such growth puts immense pressure on the country’s natural resources and is one of the root causes of biodiversity loss.

The 206 priority conservation areas are all representative ecosystems with unique plants and animals that are under varying degrees of threat (e.g. growth of human settlements, land use conversions into agriculture, mining, and logging).  Hence, there is a need to understand the dynamics between population, biodiversity and health to maximize development initiatives in the environment and population sectors.

The GIS Demographic Project

Building on the lessons of the biodiversity project, CIP has initiated a follow-on activity to map out population and environment variables in the country’s most critical ecosystems.  The Geographic Information System (GIS) Demographic Project, in collaboration with USAID's Office of Population, Health and Nutrition, will examine the role of population in the state of fragile ecosystems in the country.  As an output, the project will create a digitized map using GIS technology to point out key population and environment data.  These data put on a map will serve as a tool to influence government and development agencies in planning policies and programs that consider the impact of population on the environment.  Ultimately, the project plans to help development agencies, such as USAID and the Philippine government, in the holistic planning of conservation and development programs.  Activities in the 14-month project include a workshop to identify and locate useful population data, map preparation, a presentation of the map produced, and training on the use of the map.
For more information, please contact:





Daniel Moore			Romy Trono


Chief				Country Director


Office of Energy and Environment	Conservation International	


USAID				#5 South Lawin


8/F PNB Financial Center Bldg.		Philam Homes


Pres. D. Macapagal Boulevard, Pasay City	West Avenue, Quezon City


Tel (632) 552-9821			Tel (632) 924-8235 / 412-8194/9293653


Fax (632) 552-9997			Fax (632) 412-8195


E-mail: dmoore@usaid.gov		E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:rtrono@conservation.com.ph" ��rtrono@conservation.com.ph�





I:/OnePager GIS P August 2004

















