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OBJECTIVE
The Philippines-TB Initiatives in the Private Sector (Phil-TIPS) is a project funded by USAID to strengthen private sector participation in tuberculosis (TB) control and reduce TB prevalence in the Philippines. Phil-TIPS aims to increase the successful diagnosis and treatment of TB patients and achieve a cure rate of at least 85 percent using DOTS (Directly Observed Treatment Short Course) in the private sector. 
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BACKGROUND/HISTORY
The country’s public health system has made important strides in combating TB. Philippine TIPS seeks to complement the determined efforts of government through activities that tap the potentials of the private sector in controlling the disease.

Today, much of health care services in the Philippines come from the private sector. Sixty-three percent of total hospitals and about 48% of total bed capacity in the country are in private hands. The population’s health expenditures go mainly to private health providers. Studies show that the private sector is consulted by a significant number of TB patients – an indication of the importance of greater private sector involvement in TB control. 
Phil-TIPS is implemented by Chemonics International, Inc.. The project will run until September 2005.

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
Philippine TIPS activities are directed toward achieving the following:

· Policies, guidelines and regulations are revised and expanded to support appropriate, complementary implementation by both public and private providers 
· Best strategies are identified through operations research to improve and expand DOTS implementation in the private sector  
· Service delivery models are piloted in specific areas 

· Best approaches are increased in scale in 30 strategic areas nationwide

· TB programs are sustained through improved teaching and training in medical schools. Secondary outputs may include improved teacher education and training in primary and secondary schools, and improved health seeking behavior of the public

· National health financing schemes for TB treatment are strengthened to increase  the capacity of the private sector to deliver TB services
ACHIEVEMENTS
· The new private sector TB control initiative has completed a “Burden of TB Disease Study, Measuring Economic Burden of TB in the Philippines.” Intended as a call for action against TB, the study has heightened the awareness of the public on TB as a major public health issue. 
· A certification system for public and private sector DOTS centers for accreditation under the national health insurance (PhilHealth/benefit package has been completed.

· TB-DOTS core curriculum for medical schools has been developed. 
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