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USAID receives recognition from Iloilo LGU 
for helping keep HIV/AIDs “low and slow”

(Iloilo City) For supporting efforts to keep the HIV/AIDS prevalence in Iloilo “low and slow,” the United States for International Development (USAID) was presented a plaque of appreciation by the Iloilo STD-AIDS Council (ISAC), through City Mayor, Jerry Treñas.  U.S. Ambassador Francis Ricciardone received the award in behalf of USAID in his recent visit to the city.

Mayor Treñas was joined by Dr. Urminico A. Baronda, Jr, City Health officer and Co-Chair of ISAC and Wilfrido Homicillada, Executive Director of PROCESS Foundation and Secretary of ISAC. The establishment of ISAC was one of the fruitful results of the collaboration among the local government, NGOs and USAID in HIV/AIDS prevention. 

Though identified as a high-risk site, Iloilo City has so far documented only four HIV cases by the AIDS Surveillance and Education Project (ASEP) in Iloilo since 1995. All four were registered and freelance prostitutes – a sector meticulously monitored by groups under the ASEP. 

A flagship project of USAID for the last ten years, ASEP is implemented by the Program for Appropriate Technology in Health (PATH) to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS in the country. ASEP established 8 surveillance sites nationwide. Iloilo, one of the sites, ensured the sustainability of the project even after ASEP’s completion in September 2003.

“All the stakeholders are in high spirits,” enthused Dr. Marlyn Borromeo of PATH.  The responsibility of keeping HIV/AIDS low and slow was shared by various sectors in the province – not just by NGOs who are normally the ones tapped for HIV/AIDs advocacy, “even the tourism sector is active because of Boracay, not because of they have sex tours but because of the entry of so many people from all over, tourists and travelers alike.”

One of the successes of ASEP in Iloilo is the innovativeness and focused efforts of PATH’s NGO partners, KABALAKA, through the Central Philippines University and PROCESS.
With their relentless advocacy, the local government passed a record of five ordinances to ensure the continuity of surveillance and education beyond ASEP and even beyond administrations.  These ordinances called for the establishment of a Local AIDS Council (ISAC). the compulsory education for prostitutes, non-hiring of minors in registered entertainment centers, 100 percent condom use, comprehensive health care for prostitutes and improvement of services to prevent and manage sexually transmitted diseases (STDs). 
The local government showed its sincerity by allocating PhP503,000 for HIV/AIDs and STD prevention activities – a first in the country. Another first is awarding of the management of the funds to an NGO, PROCESS. 

According to Carmina Aquino, PATH Chief of Party, “The Iloilo local government even went beyond ASEP’s scope and expanded the coverage of surveillance sites. Now, even the Boracay-Aklan corridor is monitored.”
Iloilo is a prime example of how a community synergizes efforts to prevent what could be a fatal epidemic. PROCESS and KABALAKA organized peer educators to do community outreach, education and policy compliance. The Iloilo Pharmaceutical Association was also tapped for STD Case Management Trainings for Pharmacies.  
Aside from the HIV/AIDS program, Ambassador Ricciardone was also oriented on the government’s quality assurance program, Sentrong Sigla (“Center of Wellness”) by Dr. Paulynn Ubial, assistant regional of the Department of Health for Western Visayas.  The briefing was capped by a visit to the Pavia Rural Health Unit, which is one of the national Sentrong Sigla awardees.

Sentrong Sigla is a USAID-assisted initiative, which is intended to improve the quality of the delivery of health services, particularly family planning and maternal and child health, in public health facilities.  (END) 
