MEDIA ADVISORY

March 2, 2003
Last Condom Shipment Here


At 10:30 a.m. on Monday, March 3, the last shipment of condoms purchased by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) for the Philippines will be unloaded at the warehouse of the Commission on Population at the Welfareville Compound on Acacia Lane, Mandaluyong City.


This final shipment, consisting of 1,740,000 pieces of 52-mm non-colored condoms, represents the first concrete manifestation of USAID's seriousness to carry out its decision to gradually veer away from contraceptive procurement assistance and to assist the Philippine family planning program in other ways, after 33 years of continuous commodity support.

USAID Office of Population, Health and Nutrition head Carina Stover, Health Undersecretary Mila Fernandez and POPCOM executive director Tomas Osias will oversee the unloading of the shipment and conduct a random inspection of the condom supply.  

They will be available to answer questions from the media regarding the agreed contraceptive procurement strategy, the measures being taken to effect a smooth transition towards contraceptive self-reliance within the Philippine family planning program, and other related issues that may be of public interest.

Photographers are welcome.
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Press Release

March 2, 2003

Last Condom Shipment Here


The last shipment of condoms purchased by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) for the Philippines will be unloaded on Monday, March 3, starting 10:30 a.m., at the warehouse of the Commission on Population at the Welfareville Compound on Acacia Lane, Mandaluyong City.


The last shipment, consisting of 1,740,000 pieces of 52-mm non-colored condoms, represents the first concrete manifestation of USAID's seriousness to implement the phasedown of its contraceptive commodity support to the country, after 33 years of continuous contraceptive support.

USAID Office of Population, Health and Nutrition head Carina Stover, Health Undersecretary Mila Fernandez and POPCOM executive director Tomas Osias will oversee the unloading of the shipment and conduct a random inspection of the condom supply.


Beginning this year, the USAID is gradually reducing its contraceptive shipments to the country. The scheme is part of the contraceptive interdependence initiative arrived at with the Philippine government, with the end goal of eventually building the country's self-reliance in providing the contraceptive needs of Filipino couples.


Condoms are the first to be cut down, first, because of its low usage for family planning, and second, because low-priced condoms are already available in drugstores -- meaning, those who want to use condoms can readily purchase them commercially. Next, USAID will gradually reduce its supply of pills, and later IUDs and injectables. 

USAID will continue to provide reduced amounts of each type of contraceptive until 2004, but these will be funneled mainly to government clinics, and only the poor who cannot afford to buy contraceptives will be given free supplies. A market segmentation scheme has been developed to identify and provide with free contraceptives only the indigent clients.

In the meantime, USAID has initiated efforts to tap and develop the capabilities of the private sector to provide the contraceptive needs of better-off couples through the private clinics and commercial outlets.

The last condom shipment arrived last February 3 and received Customs clearance late this week.
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