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The AIDS Surveillance Project

OBJECTIVE
The AIDS Surveillance and Education Project (ASEP) aimed to prevent the rapid increase of HIV/AIDS in the Philippines.  Its goal was to institutionalize public and private sector mechanisms to encourage behaviors that reduce the risk of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) among high-risk groups.

BACKGROUND / HISTORY
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The AIDS Surveillance and Education Project (ASEP) was designed in 1993 to reduce the threat of HIV/AIDS in the Philippines.  Funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and other donors, ASEP channeled support to the Department of Health’s (DOH) national AIDS program for sustainable HIV surveillance and education activities targeted to high-risk client groups.   USAID support ended in September 2003.
Surveillance component was carried out by the National Epidemiology Center (NEC) of the Department of Health with the local government units and their NGO partners.  The Education component was managed by the Program for Appropriate Technology in Health (PATH).

SERVICES
Trained community health outreach workers (CHOW) and peer educators (PE) delivered a basic package of STD/HIV interventions to individuals who operate in red light districts, brothels, port areas, parks and streets.  Elements of the package included:

· Policy Advocacy – Inputs were offered to city mayors and councilors to replace local laws that discriminate against high-risk groups with policies that facilitate risk reduction.  These included ordinances mandating 100% condom use and mandatory STD care and HIV education for women in prostitution.

· Institutional Capacity Building – At the municipal level, the ASEP Education component organized and assisted multi-sectoral Local AIDS Councils (LAC) to develop and coordinate city plans of action for STD/HIV prevention, implement policy advocacy agenda, and leverage resources to sustain local responses.

· Behavioral Monitoring – Partner NGOs conducted annual behavioral monitoring surveys (BMS) among ASEP client groups in their catchment areas, and use BMS results to refine prevention strategies/messages and track change in behaviors.

· Networking With Stakeholders – The project partnered with local pharmacy associations, private drugstores and NGO clinics to screen and manage STD cases using syndromic approaches and prepackaged STD treatment kits (Triple S) developed by PATH.  Government social hygiene clinic physicians periodically conducted STD case management reviews and continuing education for the pharmacy partners backstop network members.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

· 1993 – 2002:  In the eight sites, PATH and partners trained over 4,300 personnel in STD/HIV prevention strategies including 2,200 NGO personnel (CHOW, PE, program managers, clinicians), 905 public health workers (physicians, nurses, midwives) and 1,200 community pharmacists and drugstore clerks (private).

· 1994 -2002 NGO programs reach 392,952 individuals at primary risk with prevention education and inputs from the Behavioral Change Communication (BCC) component.

· Partner NGOs distributed over 1.5 million units of IEC materials (print) and 6.2 million condoms to ASEP client groups.

· 1996 – 2002:  NGO and pharmacy partners identified 32,714 individuals with STD symptoms.  Among these, 2,000 cases tested positive for syphilis and received treatment.

· HIV/STD prevention policies were enacted as City Ordinances in 8 ASEP sites.
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“A low and slow HIV/AIDS incidence in the country does not mean there is less work to be done.  In fact, it means more work to keep it that way.”


-Tom Fernandez, ASEP Consultant








